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MESSAGE 
FROM THE Executive Director

Being one of Alberta’s oldest charities, we have seen many positive changes in our 70 years 
of service to people with disabilities. For example, in a letter to former ACT Chairman, Mr. Bob 
McGregor dated May 1979, the Minister of the Department of Social Services and Community Health 
announced the development of the Alberta Aids to Daily Living Program (AADL). Since then AADL 
has been instrumental in assisting people with disabilities and many of the mobility items we funded 
for a number of years are now covered currently by this program.

We now had the opportunity to do some research of our own within the community to find out what 
might be beneficial to children and young adults with disabilities to enhance their independence. 
Results clearly showed that while mobility is vital, communication is fundamental to emotional 
health and social interaction. 

So we launched our iPads for Inspiration “pilot” project in conjunction with our 70th anniversary 
year. There are many ways iPads can be used to enhance learning and communication in general. 
iPads can be used to help children with special needs to maximize their level of participation, 
interaction, and function within daily activities. Families can access a variety of learning applications 
to support them in teaching their children a variety of abilities such as fine motor skills, safety and 
reading.

The initial grant was provided to the Children’s Autism Services of Edmonton for their lending library 
and feedback has been very positive. 

“Thank-you from the bottom of my heart for giving my son the opportunity to communicate his needs 
and wants. It’s amazing to watch my son be able to tell me where he would like to go, what he would 
like to eat, what he wants to watch or play with, different colours, letters, numbers, he can ask for 
friends that he would like to play with, a favourite book he would like to read, he uses it everywhere 
as his form of communication. It’s amazing how much he knew and was never able to tell us. Before 
the iPad Chase would cry, scream, and bite. Within days of using the iPad to communicate most of his 
negative and bad behaviour stops! These are things most people take for granted when a child talks.... 
you gave our son the gift to talk using this iPad! For that I am forever grateful! Thank you!” 

We have been inundated with requests and have committed to this new program.

After 70 years we continue to expand our reach and look for new ways to enhance the 
independence of children and young adults with a disability throughout Alberta.

CAROL RUSS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Almost half of the equipment we 
provided this last year is related to 
mobility, or the ability to be more active 
in the community - at home, at school, at 
work and at play. A wheelchair, walker, 
stroller, ramp, lift, adapted bicycle or a 
modified vehicle - all provide just a little 
more independence for a child or young 
adult with a disability and their families.

While mobility is vital, communication 
is fundamental to emotional  health and 
social interaction. So to launch our 70th 
anniversary, we announced the iPads 
for Inspiration project and granted 
almost 40% of our client care funding to 
kick start this exciting and well received 
project.

39+22+22+6+6+5
Group 

Programs
6%

Mobility
Aids/Devices

22%

iPads for 
Inspiration

39%Vehicle
Adaptations

22%

Bikes for 
Tykes

5%Bursary
6%

INDIVIDUALS Client Care MOBILITY

Jae-Jae is a young 
teenager who obtained 
an unexplained 
shoulder injury. The 
pain was so severe he required support 
and stability in order to become more 
functional with tasks at home, school 
and recreationally. We provided funding 
in the amount of $1,881 for a custom 
shoulder brace for Jae-Jae to help with his 
rehabilitation.

Mom Jasmin writes: Many beautiful things 
cannot be seen or touched, they are felt 
within the heart. What you have done for us 
is one of them. Thank you from the bottom of 
our hearts.

Korbin is a 2 year old who 
has cerebral palsy and 
severe hypoxic-ischemic 
encephalopathy. Due to these 
conditions he has limited 
mobility of his limbs and 
without a walker he would 
spend his day laying on the 
floor or sitting in his grip seat. The Children’s 
Abil ity Fund was happy to partner with 
AADL to fund a backrest and headrest for his 
walker.

Mom writes: Korbin loves to interact with other 
kids or adults and sitting in his walker with 
the proper back/head support allows him to 
be involved with the people around him and 
play with noisy toys! We would like to take 
the opportunity to thank you for assistance in 
helping Korbin to enjoy and love the simple 
things in life that we so often take for granted. 
God Bless!
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INDIVIDUALS Client Care VEHICLE ADAPTATIONS

Vehicle 
Adaptation 
Program

1958

2000

Accessible affordable 
transportation for families 
of children with disabilities 
continues to be an ongoing 
challenge. Established in 2008 
the Individual Vehicle Adaptation 
program has provided grants 
of $340,000 to 50 families, 
to help offset the costs a fully 
accessible vehicle.  

Thank you very much for the 

generous funding towards a 

modified vehicle for our  son 

Abdullah. This has made a great 

difference in his quality of life and 

improved safety for him and for 

us. We had been lifting him in and 

out of the vehicle and given his age 

(10) and size, it was not possible to 

continue any longer. He can now 

ride in his wheelchair in the van. 

Abdulla’s Mom and Dad

Our new van has arrived. 

Here are Robin and Rose 

sporting their “Support our 

Troops” specialized license 

plates.  Thanks to all of 

the wonderful people at 

Children’s Abil ity Fund 

for their support

I am thrilled that 
Children’s Abil ity Fund 
is able to help out Kylah’s 
family. An accessible vehicle 
will make a huge difference in 
their lives to get Kylah around 
safely and to decrease the 
lifting involved.
 Thank you for the help you 
provide to families.   

Physical Therapists 
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INDIVIDUALS Client Care

In 1987 the Dr. Rice Bursary was established in honour of Dr. G.R.A. Rice’s 
support of disabled citizens of northern Alberta. The name was changed to the 
Children’s Ability Fund Bursary in 2002. Throughout the years, 87 different 
awards, totaling more than $100,000 were given to students with a disability 
who were attending their first year of post of secondary education in Alberta.

Although having a degenerative physical 
disability may make Craig do things 
a little differently than most, he says 
the end results are the same! Craig is 
attending the Business Administration program at Grande 
Prairie Regional College. 

Due to cancer treatments, Maria has 
issues with her short-term memory and 
concentration skills. Maria is attending the 
University of Victoria as a student with 
disabilities and is working toward a Bachelor’s degree in Child 
and Youth Care.

Morgan was born with Spina Bifida & 
Hydrocephalus. She is not only motivated 
in her own academic and sporting pursuits 
but aims to motivate and inspire others to 
achieve their best. Morgan is attending MacEwan University 
(Bachelor of Education in Elementary Education)

Andrew is legally blind and is attending 
MacEwan University (Bachelor of Arts). 
His goal is to become a corporate lawyer. 

Arielle has been diagnosed with severe 
learning barriers. She is attending the 
University of Lethbridge where she is 
enrolled in a combined degree program to obtain a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts and Education. Arielle’s goal is to work with 
children or young adults who are struggling with life 
circumstances or learning barriers.

When Sierra was just 16 years old 
she took an unexpected tumble at a 
motorcross race which left her paralyzed 
from the chest down. She is now 
attending the University of Alberta to achieve a degree in 
the Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology program. Sierra hopes 
to take this further and specialize in sports therapy to help 
athletes accomplish their goals.

Julianna has been a unilateral below-
knee amputee all of her life. Wearing 
a prosthetic leg presents some unique 
challenges, but she feels her disability 
makes her unique and gives her life an interesting little 
twist. Julianna is attending the University of Alberta working 
toward her Bachelor of Science degree. She aspires to go 
to medical school and hopes to be involved in emergency 
medicine and pediatrics.

Craig Bilous 
Fairview

Morgan Cathcart
Edmonton

Andew Puim 
Whitecourt

Maria Lovsin 
St. Albert

Arielle Hiar 
Cold Lake

Sierra Roth 
Beaver County

Julianna Stern 
Beaumont 

In honor of our 70th anniversary we awarded 7 bursaries this year:

BURSARIES
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GROUPS Client Care

In honor of our 70th anniversary we awarded 7 bursaries this year:

70TH ANNIVERSARY – LEGACY PROJECT
To celebrate our 70th anniversary we have chosen to focus 
on equipment related to communication and education 
and are pleased to announced the iPads for INSPIRATION 
project. 

This project provides a grant to organizations for the purchase 
of iPads for a lending library that children with complex needs 
can trial to find the right tools and equipment to enhance 
their communication skills. iPads can provide a vast array of 
opportunities and be an essential tool for giving a child with a 
disability a voice. 

To launch our program we were thrilled to partner with the 
Getting Ready for Inclusion Toady (GRIT) Program on their 
new project “Giving Every Child a Voice”. 

GRIT provides family centered and inclusive early learning 
experiences to pre-school children to support the meaningful 
participation of children with disabilities in home, community 
and school. The Children’s Abil ity Fund provides funding 
for equipment to enhance the independence of children with 
disabilities at home, at school, at work and at play. 

Our shared values and vision make us ideal partners on this 
project.

In honor of our 70th anniversary and in recognition of GRIT’s 
35th anniversary we awarded a grant of $35,000 to the 
GRIT project “Giving Every Child a Voice” for the purchase of 
assistive and augmentative communication equipment like 
the iPad. 

“We are so grateful to be the first recipient 

of the Children’s Abil ity Fund Legacy 

Project for their 70th Anniversary. The 

CAF has held a prominent presence in our 

community for generations, supporting so 

many children and families. GRIT shares 

the vision of CAF to ensure children with 

disabilities have the support and resources 

they need to participate in every aspect of a 

joyous life. GRIT’s success is grounded in the 

generous giving of others. This significant 

donation from CAF today will set the path 

for many children to receive the best start 

to finding their voice with the support of the 

latest research and technology”.

Barb Reid, Executive Director, GRIT Program 

(Getting Ready for Inclusion Today)

COMMUNICATION/EDUCATION
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Fundraising

DONATIONS
As one of Alberta’s oldest and longest serving charities we 
have been fortunate to rely on the generosity of Albertan’s 
for 70 years. People with disabilities have benefited from 
the deep sense of community and generosity of donors to 
the Children’s Ability Fund. Each year we receive gifts from 
a number of individuals, organizations, groups, corporations, 
and Foundations through many different means.

PLANNED GIVING
Others make a donation through our planned giving 
program. A planned gift enables donors to make a long-
term commitment and may include a donation in honor or 
in memory of a loved one, a bequest in a will or a gift of life 
insurance. Every year a percentage of all new bequests are 
added to our Endowment Fund for continued growth and 
continuity. 

This year we are grateful to have received: 
• disbursements from the Ralph Buttner Memorial Fund and 

the Kuder Trust Fund (Bursary) 
• bequests from the Estate of Reuben Norman
• donations In Memory of loved ones: Bill Benke, Hendrick 

Busby, Chad Gulevich, Sandy Hill, Christopher Mah, 
Veronica Peel and Shirley Walker

ANNUAL SUPPORT
Individuals - who believe in what we do – contribute to the 
annual direct mail campaign or monthly giving program. All 
donations are directed to current equipment requests. 
Thank you to each and every one of you!

We also receive donations from several of Alberta’s 
organizations, foundation and groups
Agricultural Society of Genesee
Agricultural Society of MTM
Al Shamal Shriners
Benevolent Protective Order of Elks #91 - Wetaskiwin
Benevolent Protective Order of Elks #131 - Vermillion
Benevolent Protective Order of Elks #167 - Hardisty
Benevolent Protective Order of Elks #470 – Lac La Biche
Calahoo Golden Agers
Catholic Women’s League - Camrose
Heimtal Moravian Sunday School
Knights of Columbus St Joseph Assembly
Ladies Auxiliary Royal Canadian Legion #183 – Bonnyville
Ladies Auxiliary Royal Canadian Legion #237 – Two Hills
Linda Joyce Charitable Foundation
Lions Club of Beaverlodge
Lions Club of Devon
Lions Club of Entwistle & District
Lions Club of Rocky Mountain House
Lions Club of Spruce Grove
Lions Club of St Albert (Breakfast)
Lions Club of St Albert (Host)
Lions Club of St Paul
Lions Club of Thorhild
Lions Club of Waskatenau
Order of the Royal Purple #122 - Viking
Order of the Royal Purple #22 - Edmonton
Order of the Royal Purple #318 - Eaglesham
Order of the Royal Purple #92 - Wainwright
RBC Foundation
Richmond Park Hall Association - Athabasca
Royal Canadian Legion #100 St Paul
South-West Seniors Outreach Society
Ukrainian Women’s Association 
Ukrainian Women’s Association - Two Hills
Union 52 Benevolent Society
Wildwood Ladies Aid
Women of the Moose #1375 - Camrose

“It is one of the most beautiful 
compensations of this life that 
no man can sincerely try to help 
another without helping himself.”

Ralph Waldo Emerson
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GO AUTO 19TH ANNUAL BOWL FOR CHILDREN
On May 17th, at Ed’s Rec Room in West Edmonton Mall, 28 
lanes full of enthusiastic participants and local celebrities 
came together to celebrate the Children’s Abil ity 
Fund 70th anniversary and raise money to support the 
Children’s Abil ity Fund. 

In challenging times, Albertan’s come together – yet again - 
to help raise over $49,000 for the charity. 

The support of our title sponsor, GOAUTO, event sponsors; 
Ed’s Rec Room, West Edmonton Mall, Eberhardt Foods and 
Double Diamond Electronic, lane sponsors, prize donors, 
auction bidders, celebrity team captains, volunteers and the 
participants who go above and beyond to raise pledges for 
the charity make it all happen. 

Special thanks to WESTJET for their donation of a “gift of 
flight”.

The Children’s Abil ity Fund truly 
appreciates and wants to thank all 
our supporters and sponsors! 

SPECIAL
EVENTS Fundraising

The Children’s Abil ity Fund Shining stars are ordinary people or organizations who choose to 
do something extraordinary. Thank you to all those that have chosen to support us this year: 

SHINING STAR PROJECTS

BAKE SALE - two future leaders, Caelyn and Stefania, 
grade 6 students at Muriel Martin school held a bake 
sale that was a wonderful success, raising $1,000 for the 
Children’s Abil ity Fund. 

SILENT RIVER KUNG FU  Empowerment - Discipline - 
Community
Silent River Benevolent Foundation - The Silent River 
Kung Fu Studio donates to a number of charities with their 
commitment of “changing the world through community 
activism”. We received a donation of $3,000 and are proud to 
be a local recipient of their generosity.

FATHER’S DAY EVENT AND 
DEMOLITION DERBY 
The Children’s Ability Fund car won 
best dressed in the 2017 derby while 
our volunteers raised $1,454 selling 
50/50 tickets. Thanks to the Father’s 
Day committee for including us in 
this event and the continued support 
from the generous folks in the 
Vegreville area.

JR SHAW SCHOOL OF BUSINESS (NAIT)
A total of $2,300 was generated from Networking and 
Celebration dinners hosted by the NAIT marketing students. 
Thank you for having us this year!

THE SHAW CHARITY CLASSIC 
– Birdies for kids program provides an 
opportunity to more than 100 of Alberta’s 
children’s and youth based charities to be 
a part of a much larger event. With their 
matching contribution, we received a donation of $4,052. 

The health and safety award of $1,000 that was presented 
to Mr Redeker from the Buderhiem Energy Terminal was 
donated to the Children’s Abil ity Fund in honor of a 
special young lady. Thank you for thinking about us. 
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GERRY HERMAN VOLUNTEER
OF THE YEAR 2017: 
ACT EDMONTON CLUB… NOW ACT/
UCT EDMONTON COUNCIL 2016  

The ACT Edmonton Club has been actively advancing the 
cause of independence and integration for children and 
adults with special needs living in Northern Alberta since 
1929. While disability issues represent the main focus of the 
ACT, they have funded a wide range of organizations and 
supported a number of causes that fall outside their stated 
mandate.

The ACT established the Northern Alberta Crippled Children’s 
Fund (NACCF) – now the Children’s Ability Fund in 1947 
(see story on back page).

Search for Talent was the first major project of the 
Associated Canadian Travellers and the first major financial 
source for the NACCF. The first show was held at Barrhead 
on October 4, 1947 (and raised a whopping $ 139.78).  Other 
shows followed every Saturday for twenty-two weeks 
each winter. Monies raised enabled the NACCF to assist 
people with disabilities throughout northern Alberta in 
ever increasing amounts. The Northern Alberta Crippled 
Children’s Fund was expanded to assist the community of 
people with disabilities by building facilities at Camp Health 
Hope and Happiness. The Club became involved with Camp 
He Ho Ha shortly after its inception, and was responsible 
for the operation of the Camp until 1990. Through monies 
raised from Telerama, the NACCF funded millions of dollars in 
construction and operating costs over the years.

The next massive project was the A.C.T. Recreation Center 
which provides inclusive recreation for people with 
disabilities. Started in September 1975, Phase 1 of this 
marvelous facility was officially opened on January 9th, 1977. 

Phase II was started in October 1976 and was competed 
on September 30, 1977. Total cost of the center, including 
furnishings, and three special buses for transportation 
was over $2,000,000. The ACT Edmonton Club turned this 
building over to the City of Edmonton where it remains in 
operation today.

The ACT Edmonton Club held many unique fundraising 
events and activities. From Search for Talent (1947 - 1977) 
and Telerama (1975 - 1992), to the Gold Brick at K-Days (1967 
- 2011), the ACT name is well known throughout Edmonton 
and northern Alberta.

Through countless hours of volunteerism they have raised 
millions of dollars for people with disabilities. Over the years 
they have provided monetary and volunteer support for all 
of the Children’s Ability Fund activities and events and 
continue to have representation on the Board today.

It seems only fitting that everyone at the ACT Edmonton Club 
be included in our recognition of volunteers who are shining 
stars.  It takes a dedicated group of people – with a mission – 
to make a difference!

We are very proud to honor the ACT Edmonton Club with 
the Gerry Herman Volunteer of the Year Award for 2017.  
(This posthumous award is named for an ACT Member and 
a dedicated Children’s Ability Fund volunteer – Gerry 
Herman).

The Gerry Herman Volunteer of the Year award is presented to an 
individual who has made a significant contribution to the Children’s 
Ability Fund through volunteerism. 

Volunteers

The Children’s Abil ity Fund volunteers, especially 
our Board of Directors, donated more than 450 hours of 
their precious time to help us out with several events and 
activities throughout the year.  

We would like to thank each and every one of you for your 
commitment – We couldn’t do it without you!
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Children’s Abil ity Fund      
Statement of Financial Position   
As of June 30 2017 2016
  
ASSETS 
 Current Assets 186,680 350,270
 Investments 3,782,133 3,535,514
   3,968,813 3,885,784
  
LIABILITIES  
 Current Liabilities 65,887 103,184
  
EQUITY  
 Beckett Trust 2,461,574 2,262,900
 Endowment Fund 1,250,923 1,141,128
 Bursary Fund 82,900 82,900
 General Fund 107,529 295,672
   3,968,813 3,885,784
  

Children’s Abil ity Fund     
Statement of Operations  
For the Year Ended June 30 2017 2016
    
REVENUE  
 Unrealized Gain (Loss) on Investments 159,336 -110,537
 Investments  146,400 184,532
 Fundraising Projects & Gaming 93,179 96,584
 Donations & Grants 59,777 59,694
 Estates & Legacies 43,232 209,698
    501,924 439,971
EXPENDITURES  
 Administration 141,740 134,183
 Programs & Public Awareness 49,950 33,013
 Fundraising Projects 32,043 22,687
    223,733 189,883
DONATIONS Client Care  
 Individual Client Requests 147,865 100,642
 Children’s Ability Fund Bursary 10,000 5,000
   157,865 105,642
Surplus (Deficit) 120,326 144,446

Clifford & Mabel Becket Trust Fund
In 2000, the Children’s Abil ity Fund 
received endowment proceeds from the 
Becket Trust. This has been placed in an 
internally restricted fund for future use.

Endowment Fund
In 1987, the Board of Directors 
established the Endowment Fund to 
ensure that resources would be in place 
to meet the growing demand to provide 
the necessary funding for people with 
disabilities. Each year a percentage 
of the fund is used to assist with the 
administration and overhead cost of the 
Children’s Ability Fund ensuring that ALL 
donations received are used to purchase 
equipment to enhance the lives of people 
with disabilities.  

Financials

Audited Financial Statements have been prepared by 
independent external auditors Peterson Walker and are 
available for review.    



Our History . . .
In 1947, the Associated Canadian Travellers (Edmonton) Club founded the Northern 
Alberta Crippled Children’s Fund (NACCF) as a way to give back to the communities 
they worked in.

A Legacy of Good Will . . . Tom Shandro ACT 
It was a tragic morning for the Lubyanko family. Johnny, the eldest of six children, fell 
under the wheels of his father’s farm tractor. The date was the mid-forties; the place a 
small farmstead 150 miles from Edmonton. The young family was close knit, penniless 
and dedicated to hard work. In fact, Johnny had his chores to do before walking three 
miles to school. He never made it.

This, any many similar tragic stories, kept coming to the attention of Edmonton’s 
traveling salesmen, as they plied their wares to merchants in the regions of northern 
Alberta. The salesman of then served as a goodwill ambassador doing favors for his 
clients on his return to Edmonton.

This was the wartime forties. Public health services outside the major cities was 
minimal. Travel was difficult, especially in inclement weather. Health benefits and 
government health grants were nonexistent. Money generally was scarce in rural 
Alberta and none was available for emergencies.

Confronted with an increasing number of requests from distraught families, members 
of the Associated Canadian Travellers of Edmonton, relentlessly sought a solution. 
How can we help? 

Edmonton ACT - joined together and Search for Talent was born. A weekly road 
show was developed to be broadcast every Saturday evening from the stage of some 
community in CFRN’s broadcast area. Local talent would be discovered and “aired” 
and proceeds from the show were to be placed into the ACT Northern Alberta Crippled 
Children’s Fund to help assist those children who did not have access to much needed 
equipment. The first show was held at Barrhead on October 4, 1947 (and raised 
$139.78 for the NACCF). 

And the vision continues today. The Children’s Abil ity Fund is one of Alberta’s 
oldest and longest serving charities - still actively providing equipment for children 
and young adults with disabilities. 


